The purpose of this paper is to present the role and importance of the Polish Farmers' Wives' Association, and to present the results of the author's own research into the financing of the associations' activity.
Introduction
In Poland, rural areas account for over 90 % of the national territory. According to 2016 data of the Central Statistical Office, they are home to more than 1,410,600 farms, of which one quarter are run by women. Increasingly often, women become sole or co-owners of agricultural holdings, agritourism establishments, care facilities or enterprises. It is therefore highly important to address the particularities of female entrepreneurship, especially in rural areas. The role of women is increasingly mentioned in both domestic and international literature (e.g. "Situation of women in agriculture and rural areas. Specifics, standards, parities and expectations," a report by the FOCUS GROUP -CRSG, 2012; Report on the situation of women in rural areas of the EU (2007/2117(INI))) European Parliament). However, relevant research efforts must be continued. Currently, the European Union places a strong emphasis on highlighting the role and importance of women in rural areas, and takes measures to promote rural community associations. As an interesting example, the European Parliament resolution of April 5, 2011 on the role of women in agriculture and rural areas (Official Journal of the EU C296E/13 of 2 October 2012) stresses that in the medium term, women ought to be adequately represented in all political, economic and social bodies.
The interest in the role of women in rural areas is driven by the European Union's new concept for the development of remote areas, referred to as the multipurpose sustainable development model for rural areas. According to this concept, in addition to traditional agricultural activities, rural areas should also fulfil other important functions: the socio-cultural, recreational, residential and ecological function (Michalska 2013 , Report Gender 2016 , Piers and e.al. 2009 , Report Policy Brief on Women's Entrepreneurship 2016 . This implies the need to develop the service sector and make rural women socially and professionally active. In that context, rural women represent intellectual capital and other resources which, while still not fully exploited, gain new value (Davidova, e.al.2010 , Banski 2015 , Kozera 2014 , Kaminska 2011 , Sikorska-Wolak and Krzyzanowska, 2010 , Tabor 2010 , Sawicka 2010 ). Increasing the rural women's activity should include combining their family and professional 1 e-mail:monika.wojcieszak@up.poznan.pl Proceedings of the 2019 International Conference "ECONOMIC SCIENCE FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT" No 50 Jelgava, LLU ESAF, 9-10 May 2019 , pp. 248-255 DOI: 10.22616/ESRD.2019 roles, and encourage their participation in the social and political life of local communities (Kozera, 2015) .
The entrepreneurship of rural women could play a key role in their personal development and in local development. Very often, women are the ones who take the first steps towards establishing a non-agricultural business, thus contributing to the survival of households and to the vitality of rural areas. The situation of women changes continuously and is impacted both by themselves and by the multi-focused measures taken by the citizens, civic organizations, state governments and The interviewees usually emphasized the importance of local events, art festivals and tourist attractions located in their villages (Fig. 2) . According to this study, over 67 % of FWAs are active in preparing festivals and cultural events.
The key events supported by FWAs include: harvest festivals, Kupala night, Women's Day, Fat
Tuesday, Potato Day. In an effort to preserve many popular and regional graphic designs, FWAs pay much attention to weaving and embroidery. Examples observed in the Wielkopolskie voivodeship include cutting out draperies of white parchment sheets. In turn, over 60 % of FWAs are active in crafts and in the production of Catholic devotions available for sale during many rural events. FWAs based in Wielkopolska willingly organize cooking and baking classes. Their services also include the production of compotes and jams. For the public, this is an opportunity to taste pyry z gzikiem, duck roasted with apples, plyndze, szagówka, czernina, elderberry juice, quince nalewka etc. Other services offered by FWAs include making feathers for quilts, eiderdowns or cushions and teaching sports classes (13 %).
Currently, Polish women associated in FWAs are eligible for funding from the European Union.
Since December 2018, the Republic of Poland has been implementing a dedicated measure to boost entrepreneurship among rural women. Essentially, this means that women register an FWA with the Agency for Restructuring and Modernization of Agriculture and, following this, apply for a subsidy from the Agency. The amount of aid depends on the number of members, as provided for in the National Register of Farmers' Wives' Associations (Table 1) . As shown by this study, nearly 60 % of FWAs located in the Wielkopolskie voivodeship are part of the second group with 31 to 75 members. The funds (PLN 4,000) applied for by the women are planned to be allocated to several activities (Fig. 5) . The subsidy will be mainly used to: equip community centres with modern household appliances (83 %), purchase furniture (43 %), purchase Proceedings of the 2019 International Conference "ECONOMIC SCIENCE FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT" No 50 Jelgava, LLU ESAF, 9-10 May 2019 , pp. 248-255 DOI: 10.22616/ESRD.2019 cookware (32 %), promote handicrafts (12 %), promote regional foods (31 %), purchase plant and herb seedlings (9 %), prepare rural events, e.g. dożynki, Potato Day, Kupala Night (7 %) etc.
Source: author's calculations Note however that the projects intended to be implemented by the women contribute to improving competitiveness and entrepreneurship and to earning additional income from non-agricultural activities.
Conclusions, proposals, recommendations
Upon joining the European Union in 2004, Poland became eligible for additional financial support for rural development. In the context of the 2014-2020 Rural Development Program, access to funds allocated to the development of female rural entrepreneurship is of particular importance.
Entrepreneurship in rural areas is seen as a way of stimulating action and gaining an additional source of income. Moreover, it gives an opportunity to become independent from social assistance, improve the quality of life and raise the standard of living of farmers and their families. Currently, in rural areas it can be seen that women in rural areas organise themselves and are active in different ways. Entrepreneurship of women living in rural areas is characterised by specificity. In Europe, on average, one in five farms is run by a woman. In the EU Member States, 13.7 million people worked permanently or temporarily in agriculture, of which 12.2 million were family members, 38 percent of whom were women (Report). Szepelska (2014) indicated that in the EU countries the economic activity of women in urban areas is higher than in rural areas. The highest participation rate of women from rural areas is in Sweden (68.7 %) and the lowest in Italy (45.4 %). Poland has a rate of 51.5 %.
It is worth noting that Poland has a relatively high rate of self-employment of women. One of the possibilities of activating women in rural areas in Poland is the creation of FWAs. Funds financed by women will allow for building a local development strategy, as well as give an opportunity to have a real influence on the development of this area. In many scientific publications in Poland and abroad, such as Balinska (2014) , 9-10 May 2019 , pp. 248-255 DOI: 10.22616/ESRD.2019 
